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FORWARD

Animal fables are short stories, or sayings, where animals act and
talk like human beings. ~ They are often full of humour, and they
usually parody human behaviour.

Most of the Blin animal fables presented in this book were collect-
ted by Prof. Leo Reinisch during his 1875 field work of the Blin
language of the Bogos Land (later known as the Senhit Province,
and presently as the Anseba Zone of Eritrea).

Reinisch wrote these fables in one of books on Blin,“Text der Bilin
-Sprache”, written in 1883.  Reinisch’s collections are presented
here with some revision of my own. The revision concerns mainly
the use of language; otherwise, the content of the fables remains
intact as in the original version. | have also added some comments
at the end of each fable, expressing my own views, as to what
kinds of lessons,related to human behaviour,could be learnt from it.

In addition to Reinisch’s collections, I have added some more
animal fables, or other stories related to animals. | have also pre-
sented some popular Blin riddles at the end of the book.

Some of the animals which are mentioned in these fables, like the
lion, the elephant and the tiger were extinct long ago, from many
parts of Eritrea, including the areas where the Blin people live. This
shows that the animal fables collected and written by Leo Reinisch
were probably narrated for many centuries among the Blin people,
while these animals still roamed, in great numbers in their vicinity.

These Blin fables represent part of the oral culture of the Blin
people. Thus, they are part of the oral heritages of the world
society; passed from generation to generation orally. Some of the
fables are very fascinating. Others are simple and repetitive
narratives, about the actions of certain animals. The importance of
these fables does not lie on the weight of their content, but rather on
their being some of the first recorded oral stories told by the Blin
people themselves.



Old Blin stories and other information written about the Blin people
are very rarely available to the Blin public. Such information,
which is written by foreigners, is only available in old books,
preserved in some libraries of western countries.

The aim of this book is to collect and present old Blin fables, plus
other stories and riddles, so that they can be easily available for the
present generation, and be preserved for generations to come. | am
hopeful, that this book will be an encouragement for other Blin
writers®, to come forth with more enlightening Blin stories.| believe
that every book written in Blin, irrespective of the subject it deals
with, can be a big contribution to the development and growth of
the Blin language, and it’s literature.

The Blin people themselves are the heart and soul of this book, as
the stories written in this book were preserved and narrated by

them. | would like to give my special tribute to the generations of
Blin people, who preserved these Blin stories orally. As the majori
ty of the animal fables written in this book were collected by Prof.
Leo Reinisch, | dedicate this book in his memory, and as an ackn
owledgement to his magnificent literary contribution to the Blin
language. | Express my deep gratitude to Mr. Daniel Yacob for his
tireless efforts, to design and register into the Unicode Standard ,
some extra Geez letters needed for writing Blin effectively .I thank
my wife, Meharite Ghilankel, whom | frequently used as a refere-
nce for many Blin words, expressions, riddles etc., and to all of my
friends who in one way or the other contributed their precious help.

This book is written entirely in Blin, except its title and introduction, which are
also written in English, to inform non-Blin speakers about its name and content.

! A manuscript of this book was written in 1993, and some copies of it were dist
ributed to some interested friends and institutions. Thus, the stories in this book
have already been an inspiration to some Blin writers like Mr. Sulus Beyed, who
in 2002 presented a Blin book called “MORA” with some similar animal fables
and other fascinating stories. Two fables of the same manuscript were translated
into Norwegian and English, in a book called “Nar Kamelen Smiler, “Let the Camel
Smile” in 2007, written by Mr.Evik Dahl, member of the friendship organization,
between the town of Keren in Eritrea, and the town of Trondheim in Norway.

Tekie Alibekit
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