
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Background to Giuseppe Sapeto’s Brief Blin Dictionary of 1857 

Giuseppe Sapeto was an Italian Lazarist missionary (i.e.) a member of the mission to the poor 
founded in Paris in 1625, by St. Vincent de Paul. Together with Fr. Giovani, he was one of the 
first V i ncen t i an  Miss i onar i es  who  a r r i ved  a t  Fe rhen  and  l a te r  t o  Ke ren ,  I n  
Augus t  23 ,  1851 .    
 
In 1857, he wrote his book called, Viaggio e Missione Cattolica fra i Mensa, i Bogos e gli 
Habab, Con un Cenno Geografico e Storico Dell’ Abissinia, Roma "Travels and Catholic 
Mission among the Mensa, the Bogos, and the Habab, with a Note on the Geography and 
History of Abyssinya, Rome.” Inside this book he included a brief Blin dictionary (Un Brevvo 
Dizonario Bileno), which was   written in Ge’ez   Script,   with   explanations in   Italian, Tigre, 
Amharic and Ge’ez. This brief Blin dictionary is the first document written in the Blin Language, 
discovered up to now. The Blin Language Forum hereby presents a copy of this dictionary in 
daberi.org, so that it can be available for all interested readers.   
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From: Giuseppe Sapeto 1857,   Viagio Missione Cattolica, fra i Mensa, i Bogos, i gli Hababab , Con un Cenno 

Geografico e Storio Dell’ Abissinia (474-509) 
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