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Introduction

This paper is a summary of my first book, called “Blin* Language, Introductory
Phonetics and grammar, 1* edition 1992”. The aim of this paper is to make a
quick look at Ge’ez letters needed for writing Blin, and to the grammatical terms
used in the above mentioned book. After receiving some feed-back from the
readers of my book, and taking into consideration the ideas of other Blin writers, |
felt such a paper could help in collecting more views which can be helpful on the
standardization of Blin writing. The paper avoids details and focuses only to
issues which seem needing attention.

The letters of the Ge’ez Alphabet, needed for writing Blin are introduced more
clearly in this paper. A simple attempt is made on how to treat the writing of some
propositions, (post-positions in Blin) and conjunctions, which are mostly
pronounced in combination with other word forms. A glossary of grammatical and
other terms is provided, with alternative words for choice. Readers are humbly
requested to write their alternative choices.

Tekie Alibekit
18.04.1993

Note:

This paper, which was originally written in 1993, (A Summary of Blin Phonetics and Grammatical terms), was revised and rewritten in
2012. It is written entirely in Blin, (in Geez Script), except its title and introduction, which are also written in English, to inform about the
content of this paper, to those who don’t understand Blin.

TBlin is one of the nine languages spoken in Eritrea. It is a Cushitic language, which is a branch of the Agaw languages.
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CHOOSING SOME STANDARD BLIN TERMS
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N 5041 writing A hédot

nN5: NENes to write IR hG
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NA7 AN TACHF NAZE haeca, v,
Blin English Tigrigna Your choice in Blin
| ECSA newspaper, I avF: ch
journal
£57 avAN conversation, OAN /1% /1t
discussion
aLCqT IP4CT M speech, holding av 211G
speech
AI°LT HI°{T ov) thanking, °0.05
gratitude,
acknowledgement
e 00790 °Me-7 2011 | grammar, aAPh-o-
atLs I
0z - parts of speech LY AL
neEA I+
70 noun ng°
A AN (N1 A0h) pronoun 79, hg°
O e 70CVELT $AT NCVST-7 | adjective PAA
ANL BAT A LT BA 90 verb MNIRTPE
AN A e AL o) adverb +m-a 0,
TAPT @AA (renz) preposition post N TPLL:
p.
@-6RAT e AT NACH ¢¥ie) | conjunction ao(yR9°C
190190 BT &hc D0 interjection IO AT
a7 o (O 07%) parts of noun L Ny
neEAa+
N5 OT7 Ak 0% OF PAKTF) | proper noun 5L Tam-f N9°
o0n, A’ common houn G 08 A NYP°
M 07 O RO collective noun G £ AN Ng°
) 2’7‘“? O AANTE Taan - | abstract noun S L LE® nge
Ag°
Al 017 079 0T material noun G & W& N9°
L N8 number PZel G L N9°
9°COch
AT BI0T DA gender A
" male +A938
A female AT L
onN.’i7 1.&NI common G L hg
0N F--n neuter AYPA
I°RNCT 9° L7 NTCT case [
PLI°T AN ThEL- subject 0% 0+
hane-n object TA0-h(.
AhLLTOT NI possessive <L Pt
PA-P hanei direct object P'ré 00,
l:C hane i indirect object HEP'r0 1Ak,
O A1 pronoun n74. ng°
A0C O Al (a5 0 An) personal pronoun | 4.2 AhA 758
nge
ANC AN (n521 adT) first person 2790, hhi
ANCATC ¢ adic) second person NAALL AhA
ANEC O TC (5 0iec) third person AANL AhA
ALe O A possessive <2 Pt N8
pronoun nge
0 07 A verb suffix LEP N34, Ng°
pronoun
ANCTL OF A demonstrative hav\ Nk L0,
p.n.
7P 0T A interrogative p.n. | 8 /. 0.
nguf:z BAT hen, 007 NCVST adjective PAA
N et
NCVE7 $A ANAT : 770 N7~ adjective of G2 9Lt PRA
el quality
0. $A PLOTT (#0004 NEH | adjective of ahg, PXHN
071 o) (222" 07T o) quantity
Al G4 definite number WtoNT AYH
A 0007 a0 L0k cardinal number PR P RN
N -fh'a ordinal number TCHR A
N 6347 AN @eano i) indefinite number | He @0 AN
NCYLTL, SN ANCLT (hacs 07 demonstrative Aol PAA
hed) adj.
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Ncver $A hes i possessive adj. G L Pt PAA
(9%, 07T~ Do)
0. $A 0347 adjective of T8 et PAA
(@7CL 0T~ Ted) (@7 07T o) guestion
AN AT AL verb 0,
ANZL BA NCT (e ag) transitive verb 14.9¢ <10,
ANL BA NEIT (ieoag) intransitive verb HEAIC 10,
av (7 A, B4 (a& i) voice G L8 0, 99° Lt
APLT AN B (18 APLT) the mood of verb 4 L 90, it
077 At B in AL auxiliary verb AT 910,
ANt ANY BN (A& vty | tense G 8 0, ‘M JT
(W& harhit)
AN A e AL o) adverb +m-a 0,
A B4 e APLY T adverb of ¢ 2 X100 -0,
(AL e APLYTT) condition
A, BA o) AN (8 hen adverb of place G L NJ~ .0,
ANETY) (A7 AL hed)
A, A o) ONET (L hen adv. of time G £ M, .70,
o) (0 @4 v-avit L ied)
A, $A o0 ANVET (00 2 adv. of reason G 8 9.0 1.0,
Tedl) (AL T ANO-T)
A, A o) O@7PL T @14¢ adv. of question L et to-0h 0,
AL Tod)
TAP (rcog) (nhics) preposition ao(y+PL- L
M-cRLAT aPORLAT MO conjunction a(yvt3A9°C
cri)
9°19° o (FNC 2N0) interjection IO AT
Lpmy phrase Th0l hé
b i v clause 90, hé
PG NG (w938i) independent or P14, hé

main clause
P9 1508 dependent clause | &M% 4hiéD
AHA F9°9°7 LD 0T | sentence 9°A-h hAl
20 3977 Ot
NCNL- A F9°9° simple sentence TN I°NA A
=003 A4 J9°9° multiple sentence | +£&-E. AR .,
LAY hAN F9°9° complex sentence | ch@-NPN I°A-A -h.
A0 haA 99 double sentence ACA 9°0A hA)
AAN0 Ao J9o9° compound L£CNCAN °hA h,

sentence
TNo- ¢+m0.0) synonyms Taviap,
<C antonyms ATAC
V207 +n (V9°Q-) for example TR0
TEPT N0k punctuation marks | AC%t YN0t
A 7P mrt . AL TP,
Ay 1 m na-t e,
TP vt 15 L 7 LA ]
7P t UG £cnnn
0% e mt i Acaot rrn,
@7PL RO L (@19 w01 H AN
Lﬁhﬁhl A4l (¢ne) (he ! TRPCT K
AT
NADAL  (hey) , hY /B nIC
9% RALAT ©& 1T “ » ANT PP,
(&9 HATT)
UG ma () 4h&C
aofyao ;. WINPT AL/ avfyav(;
fi¢o -
HTNP LCH I @rmr nh) _ -
ANET AAAT = Lhay
e 0L Ve TG BGT WIAK
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Blin terms used in mathematics

007 AN TACE NA7L haeca, i,
Blin English Tigrigna Your choice in Blin
[ ) addition Lmc;
TPNET (ares) (-) subtraction IoPSA
087G 2a) (x) multiplication g°lH/h
ns (%) division VALAL -\
AT i) (=) equal Loy
WA WAL (&) (#) number (symbol) P2l (P°ANT)
ch zero = 0 e
0\h thousand=1000 .ch
GAN (a7 million = 1000 000 | “Z.AP7
GAN-FA) (0L Fa0) billion= (LAY7
(LALT) 1000 000 000 000
O ACG4.0- AT
Names of months in Blin
A7 ATINN +ACE NA7L haeca, b,
Blin English Tigrigna Your choice in Blin
1. ALTE January P
ALT KGO | 8.D8LL
2. nir-t1¢ February et
Dri-EC AC / hai:
av (|
3. A March
A AC / 1A
4. 4-BN.¢ April ene
480, hca / 4050
5. M9°N¢ May aQg°nt
AT ACO [ R0t
6. TA1é June ay
Lhid L4 LT
7. eChTé July YA
heChC AC0 / heChe
8. "ICL7I e August 1<h0l
TCLIPC KGO TICELTT
9. PiTe September ao\\L9°
PTG AhCO | £ wadas
10. av-FA-Té October PPyt
a0 ACA | oo
11. av s November hEC
Phhh P4 | TP hc
12. TehANé December FehAn

Anan/ andh Aca

o MG $AF ATL0 AP (LT 1887 AL WA TN 487 1.057HC NAS $47-
ATLN0 AH4N 1992 A.L. WNATA TH 387 avlient=




